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Homes
These are 
some of the 
tools you 
would find in a 
kitchen in 
Oaxaca.  The 
green jug is for 
serving 
beverages.  
You also see a 
woven basket 
for carrying 
food from the 
fields.

Here you see a placemat 
and a bowl which was made 
from a gourd.



homes

Our names are Nicole, Zoe, and 
Leo, we studied the homes in 
Oaxaca!

The children in Oaxaca live in homes 
just like us.  Some kids live in cities and 
other kids live in small communities in 
the country. Rural homes have more 
outdoor space than city homes.One 
interesting thing we learned is that an 
important place in the home is the altar. 
The altar is a spiritual reminder to the 
family.

Many altars  display Lord Jesus Christ in 
the center and some put the Virgin Mary 
of Solitude.

The altar many 
also display 
small statues of 
saints.  They 
pray at the altar 
too.



Homes

Many homes are made of adobe.  Adobe is 
made of bricks of earth baked by the sun.

Homes in  Oaxaca are 
similar to our homes.  For 
example we both have 
kitchens and kitchen tools.  
They both have living 
rooms or family rooms and 
bedrooms.  We learned that 
if guests stay over, they 
sleep in a room called a 
studio.



Food

Take a look at some of 
the appetizing food 
products that you can 
even find locally at 
Oaxacan restaurants!



food The seven famous kinds of 
mole are: negro, coloradito, 
rojo, amarillo, verde,chichilo, 
and manchamantel. 

In our homes, we have 
something sort of similar.  
For example, we use ranch 
dip, guacamole, salsa, 
cocktail sauce, onion dip, 
and other dressings. 



Another interesting food item is grasshoppers!    They are 
called chapulines.  Grasshoppers are caught, and toasted 
with salt.  They are a source of protein and a eaten as 
snacks.

Grasshoppers for snack?



Geography
Mexico is located on the continent of North America. Specifically, south 
of the states of California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. You may be 
surprised to learn that Mexico is about 2,000 miles long.  While we were 
studying Oaxaca, we learned that Oaxaca is located in the southeastern 
section of Mexico near the Pacific Ocean.

We found it interesting that the 
Zapotecs were one of the earlie  
tribal people in this area around 
500 BCE.



Geography
Our group members are Angelina, Nolan, and Zev.  We learned a lot 
about the geography of Oaxaca and Mexico.  Oaxaca’s landscape has 
many majestic mountains, and valleys and canyons.  Because of all 
the mountains, there is not a whole lot of space for farmland. 

If you are looking for an exciting place to 
visit you should visit the ancient ruins and 
the capital city of Oaxaca called de Juarez.



Geography

Oaxaca has many different ecosystems.  For 
example, it has different regions you can visit like 
the oceans and flower and tree forests.

This reminds us of Jones Beach 
on Long Island.  Oaxaca’s beach 
is similar to our because we 
both have a great view of the 
ocean.  They also have a  white 
sandy shore.  The children in 
Oaxaca swim in the Pacific 
Ocean and we swim in the 
Atlantic Ocean.



Mexican National Items

We are researching national items.



Mexican National Items 
a n d  w o r k

The flag is red, white, and green.  In the center, there is an eagle 
standing on a cactus eating a snake. The flag is called Bandera 
Mexicana.

Our group members are Emma, Antonio, and Silas.  We focused 
our attention on the national items and “work” in Oaxaca.

We also studied the money they have.  It is like ours 
because they have paper and coins just like our money, 
but the pictures and values are different.



Mexican National Items

Children in Oaxaca have many different jobs at home, just like us. 
For example, some children help their moms cook meals.  Another 
chore is making their beds.  A third example is mopping the floors in 
the home. We help at home too.  Our chores include cleaning our 
rooms, putting away the food shop,  helping to fold laundry, and 
taking out the garbage.

This boy is helping gather the food.

The people have jobs just like American adults.  
Some students want to be police officers, doctors 
and fashion designers, and authors.



Clothing



Clothing

Our group members are Christian, Zara, and Kayla.  We focused 
on the clothing from The Red Trunk. In Oaxaca, the people wear 
clothes just like us.  Many of the women in the villages still wear 
traditional clothing. In Oaxaca, people wear special clothes for 
special celebrations.They go shopping for some of their clothing, 
but some of their clothing is made by hand.



Clothing
When we go to school, we wear all kinds of different outfits.  For 
example, we can wear a Tee shirt, a skirt, a tank top, pants, sweaters, 
jeans, shorts, sweat pants, and pretty much whatever we want.  We don’t 
have a “dress code” but in Oaxaca the children wear uniforms to school.  
When they have physical education, they have certain clothes too.

Oaxacan children at school in their 
uniforms.

This is our group working on our 
notes at school!



Schools

The Oaxacan school children doing a 
performance!

Our group members are Finley, 
Jocelyn, and Maddie.  We learned 
about the schools in Oaxaca! The 
children attend school, just like us.  
There are some similarities and some 
differences.  Some schools have only 
three grades and they are separated 
into six groups of 30 kids.  In the 
morning, they say the pledge of 
allegiance to their flag too.  They also 
pledge on important occasions.

They also have to arrive earlier on Mondays than the rest of the 
week.  They do a lot of school work on Monday so that the rest of the 
week is not too busy!



schools

This is our group learning about 
Oaxacan schools!

The children study some of 
the same subjects as we do, 
but some are different. Just 
like us, they have math, art, 
science, and reading.  The 
subjects that are different are: 
spanish, civics, chemistry, and 
physics.



schools
This is our school and our class!

Schools are a wonderful place to 
learn, play, and make friends.  
We are very lucky to have our 
school.  It is kind of like a family 
because we work together, care 
about each other, and help each 
other when needed.  Without 
schools, kids all over the world 
would be lonely and they 
wouldn’t learn new things!



Traditions and Holidays

This is a model of a coffin 
with carriers to remind the 
people of our humanity.



Traditions and Holidays
The people of Oaxaca have several festivals and traditions. We learned that one special 
event is “The Day of the Dead” is one of the biggest annual events.  On this day, the 
people make food and place it where the deceased people are buried so they can have a 
great meal.  This is a celebration of the people that have passed on.

They decorate 
and paint skulls 
to honor family 
members that 
have passed 
away.

These little doll 
characters are 
actually offerings.  
They are 
decorations and 
toys for the 
children are 
allowed to play 
with them.



Traditions and holidays
Another important festival is La 
Guelaguetza.  This is a celebration of 
Oaxaca’s tradition and culture.  It involves 
music, special clothing, and dancing.

In our American culture we have holidays and traditions too.  For 
example we celebrate our independence on July 4th.  We also enjoy 
celebrating Christmas, which is the celebration of he birth of Jesus.  
We celebrate with gifts, food, and family get togethers.
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